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The 1899 Iowa Official 
Register is the first state 
publication to refer to the 
Supply Department.  This 
is the first record in the 
Register of a department 
existing for the sole 
purpose of purchasing and 
distributing supplies for 
every department of state 
government.     
 
There is no other mention 
of supplies or the Supply 
Department until the 
1939-1940 Iowa Official 
Register, in which the 
Directory of State 
Departments lists the 
location and telephone 
number for the Supply 
Room but does not 
specifically list a 
department.  It is very 

likely that by 1900 it was easier for each department to purchase and 
distribute its own supplies, or that the Supply Department had become part 
of another department.  
 
 
 

 
Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative 
Session, features historical facts about Iowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.  
All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the 

actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained. 
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Crash is a cloth used in bookbinding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement Reports 
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Mucilage is a liquid adhesive.  A mucilage stand is a receptacle 
designed to hold liquid adhesive. 
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Sapolio is a brand of soap.  Savogran is a brand or type of wood or 
fabric bleach.  
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The circled sum is the total cost of supplies for all state agencies and 
departments for 15 months. 
 


